
WERE YOU

JEHOVAH’S Word, the Bible, contains an 
abundance of counsel on baptism. It 
shows baptism, immersion, to be an initial 

step of obedience required by the Scrip
tures of each one who makes a dedication 
to Jehovah. Why? What is its significance? 
What purpose does it serve? Our readers 
are situated in all parts of the earth and 
many of them have experienced some form 
of water “baptism” with a religious signif
icance, and have an understanding of the 
meaning of the ceremony practiced in dif
ferent places by different religions. Before 
we discuss the Scriptural meaning of bap
tism for Christians, it may be well for us 
to consider what Christian baptism is not.

2 Generally speaking, in most religions 
of the world, both in ancient times and at 
this day, water baptism is considered to be 
a sacrament. One of the great religious 
wrongs done to men is this false teaching of 
religion that water immersion is a sacra
ment. It is not a sacrament as it is set out 
in the Scriptures. The teaching that bap
tism is a sacrament is in effect the teaching 
that the ceremony or art itself has merit 
and imparts grace and benefit to the one 
being baptized. When a person is actually 
baptized he is immersed in water, and the 
sacramental claim is made that the act of 
being immersed or wet by water results in 
amazing things for the individual thus 
baptized.

3 The following information is taken 
from The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume II,
1. How widespread is general knowledge of some form 
of baptism?
2. In effect, what is the teaching that baptism is a 
sacrament ?
3. The Catholic Encyclopedia claims what concerning 
baptism ?

HOW? WHY?
“ Look! a body of water; what prevents me 
from getting baptizedf"—Acts 8:36, NW.

and is here quoted to show what is claimed 
for the baptism ceremony. “The Decree for 
the Armenians” in the bull “Exultate Deo” 
of Pope Eugene IV : “Holy Baptism holds 
the first place among the sacraments, be
cause it is the door of the spiritual life; 
for by it we are made members of Christ 
and incorporated with the Church.. . .  The 
effect of this sacrament is the remission of 
all sins, original and actual; likewise of all 
punishment which is due from sin.” From 
“Etymology” : “In ecclesiastical usage,
however, when the terms Baptize, Baptism 
are employed without a qualifying word, 
they are intended to signify the sacra
mental washing by which the soul is 
cleansed from sin at the same time that 
water is poured upon the body.”

4 This water immersion with the claimed 
result of forgiveness of original sin thereby 
means that the immersed one will receive 
life in heaven because, according to Cath
olic claim, “original sin deprived the hu
man race of an unearned right to heaven.” 
Viewing baptism as a sacrament obscures 
many truths of God’s Word. We cannot 
here enter into a detailed discussion of all 
the Scriptural doctrines involved in a con
sideration of the false claims made for bap
tism as a sacrament. However, if you have 
been studying God’s Word and this period-
4, In what way does the Bible contradict the false claim 
that baptism is a sacrament?
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ical for a time you know that remission of 
sins does not come to one because he gets 
wet with water, neither original nor subse
quent sin, but that only Jehovah’s provi
sion through Christ Jesus’ sacrifice of his 
perfect human life frees mankind from sin 
and death. (John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 
9:24-26; 1 John 2:1,2) Neither could a 
dipping in water save the individuals of the 
corrupt old world from punishment that is 
due for willful sin. (John 15:19; Gal. 1:3,4; 
Rev. 18:3-8) For the same reasons immer
sion in water does not constitute an indi
vidual a member of the church or body of 
Christ, the congregation.

8 Commenting further on the matter of 
water baptism, The Catholic Encyclopedia 
states: “How natural and expressive the 
symbolism of exterior washing to indicate 
interior purification was recognized to be, 
is plain from the practice also of the hea
then systems of religion. The use of lustral 
water is found among the Babylonians, 
Assyrians, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, 
Hindus and other.” It is a fact that among 
the heathen, pagan religions washing and 
baptizing in water is also viewed as a sac
rament that imparts much merit. Non- 
Catholic authorities agree with this Cath
olic authority that such is the case and 
thus two authorities unite in proving the 
non-Christian claim or theory that water 
baptism is a sacrament to be of demon or 
Devil origin.

6 To quote from The Two by
Hislop: “This doctrine of Baptismal Re
generation also is essentially Babylonian. 
Some may perhaps stumble at the idea of 
regeneration at all having been known in 
the Pagan world; but if they only go to 
India, they will find at this day, the bigoted 
Hindoos, who have never opened their ears 
to Christian instruction, as familiar with 
the term and the idea as ourselves. . . .

We find different ancient authors bearing 
direct testimony both to the fact of this 
[Babylonian] baptism and the intention of 
it. . . . they who were thus baptised were, 
as Tertullian assures us, promised the con
sequence, ‘regeneration, and the pardon 
of all their perjuries.’ Our own Pagan an
cestors, the worshippers of Odin, are known 
to have practised baptismal rites, which, 
taken in connection with their avowed ob
ject in practising them, show that, origi
nally, at least, they must have believed that 
the natural guilt and corruption of their 
new-born children could be washed away by 
sprinkling them with water, or by plunging 
them, as soon as born, into lakes or rivers. 
Yea, on the other side of the Atlantic, in 
Mexico, the same doctrine of baptismal re
generation was found in full vigour among 
the natives, when Cortez and his warriors 
landed on their shores.. . .  The reader has 
seen already how faithfully Rome has cop
ied Pagan exorcism in connection with 
baptism. All the other peculiarities attend
ing the Romish baptism, such as the use of 
salt, spittle, chrism, or anointing with oil, 
and marking the forehead with the sign 
of the cross, are equally Pagan.”

7 In today’s baptismal ceremonies of 
Christendom the devices of godparents, 
breathing on face of the candidate to exor
cise evil spirits, making the sign of the 
cross, imposition of hands, putting blessed 
salt in the mouth of the candidate, touch
ing the ears and nostrils with spittle of the 
priest, anointing with oil, the threefold 
ablution, white veil, lighted candles, these 
and other appendages of demon practice or 
devil worship, comprising the unchristian 
practice of the so-called sacrament of bap
tism have been adopted into the religions 
of Christendom, Roman Catholic and oth
ers as well to varying extents and different 
degrees. So, we do wish to point out at this

5, 6. As what do pagan religions view baptism, and how 
widespread is the doctrine?

7. To what extent are devices of demon origin employed 
in today's baptismal ceremonies of Christendom?
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juncture that Christian immersion in wa
ter has nothing to do with pagan sacra
ments. In itself it does not bring forgive
ness of sins or passage to heaven or adop
tion into the body of Christ. In order to de
termine what Christian baptism actually 
signifies, we turn, not to tradition and not 
to paganism, but to the holy Word of God, 
the Bible.—Matt. 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-8.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM

8 The Scripturally enjoined baptism of 
Christians signifies their dedication to 
Jehovah God; it gives evidence that they 
have made a dedication. In itself the im
mersion is not the dedication. It is a symbol 
of the dedication or stands for it and tells 
observers that the individual immersed has 
made a dedication. If we can see this truth 
that water baptism does stand for the dedi
cation previously made by each individual, 
then other questions are plainly answered 
for us. The dedication must have been 
made prior to the immersion; otherwise 
there would be nothing for the immersion 
to symbolize. The immersion stands as a 
vivid reminder of the dedication. Christian 
water baptism is an outward symbol, as a 
testimony before witnesses, of the baptized 
one’s complete, unreserved and uncondi
tional dedication and agreement to do the 
will of Jehovah God, the Universal Sover
eign, through Christ Jesus his King. It 
means his past course of life is buried (as 
by the immersion in water) and he comes 
up from the water to do only God’s will and 
walk in newness of life thereafter.

9 In fact, baptism is an elementary Chris
tian doctrine. So much so that it is classi
fied with repentance and faith in God as 
being essentially an elementary necessity. 
“For this reason, now that we have left the 
elementary doctrine about the Christ, let 
us press on to maturity, not laying a foun-
8, 9. What fundamental truth concerning Christian bap
tism is essential for our understanding?
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dation again, namely, repentance from 
dead works, and faith toward God, the 
teaching on baptisms.” (Heb. 6:1, 2,
That baptism is an immersion is shown in 
the facts concerning Israel, because that 
chosen nation is declared to have been bap
tized into Moses. “Our forefathers . . .  all 
got baptized into Moses [how?] by means 
of the cloud and of the sea.” (1 Cor. 10:1, 
2, NW) This was the people who afterward 
“answered unanimously and said: ‘All that 
Jehovah has spoken we are willing to do.’ ” 
(Ex. 19:8, NW) The law under which the 
dedicated nation of Israel served terminat
ed with Christ Jesus. (Rom. 10:4) He was 
immersed at the age of thirty in symbol of 
his dedication to his heavenly Father, 
Jehovah.

10 The significance of the immersion of
Jesus shows the significance of immersion 
of his associates and followers and the pur
pose of Christian baptism today. Jesus 
made a solemn decision to serve God, and 
came to John at the river Jordan at the age 
of thirty, requesting John to baptize him. 
Jesus had no sins to be forgiven, because he 
was “guileless, undefiled, separated from 
the sinners.” (Heb. 7:26, And “he
committed no sin, nor was deceit found in 
his mouth.” (1 Pet. 2:22, NW) Neverthe
less, “Jesus also was baptized and, as he 
was praying, the heaven was opened up.” 
—Luke 3:21, NW.

11 The baptism performed today in obe
dience to Jesus’ command is also in imita
tion of the example he set. Therefore the 
meaning of his baptism adheres to the 
baptism of his followers today. It was a 
symbol that was enacted openly, showing 
to John that he had dedicated himself to 
the doing of his Father’s will as that will 
was revealed to him in his Father’s Word.
10. Corroboration of this significance of Christian im
mersion is found in what?
11. Did the fortieth Psalm apply to Jesus at birth? 
When a lad of twelve years? When immersed at the age 
of thirty years? Why?
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In the tenth chapter of Hebrews Paul ap
plies the prophecy of the fortieth Psalm 
to Christ Jesus, stating that “when he 
comes into the world” the prophecy applies. 
There is no question about the fact of 
Jesus’ being immersed at the age of thirty 
years, because there he performed that act 
of public confession. He had made a dedica
tion to Jehovah, not at the time of his 
birth, because he was a little baby then; 
not when he was twelve years of age, be
cause he did not perform Jehovah’s work 
in fulfillment of the wonderful prophecies 
relative to the Christ between the ages of 
twelve and thirty. No, at twelve years of 
age he did not say to his heavenly Father: 
‘I have come to do your will,’ and then wait 
until he was thirty years of age before 
starting it, eighteen years later. Rather, 
he at his maturity, his majority of thirty, 
dedicated himself to Jehovah, and that 
dedication he symbolized by water immer
sion.

12 We know it is a dedication that Paul 
referred to respecting Jesus because both 
the fortieth Psalm that he quotes and the 
tenth chapter of Hebrews so state. It was 
a matter of Jesus’ coming to do God’s will, 
having God’s law in his heart. That the 
Almighty God recognized the baptism as a 
symbol of that dedication is shown by the 
fact that he sent his spirit upon Christ 
Jesus. “After being baptized Jesus imme
diately came up from the water; and, look! 
the heavens were opened up, and he saw 
descending like a dove God’s spirit coming 
upon him. Look! also, there was a voice 
from the heavens that said: ‘This is my 
Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.’ ” 
(Matt. 3:16, 17, JW ) These words were 
not spoken of Jesus when he was born a 
babe or when he was twelve years old, a 
lad, nor while he was a carpenter for the
12, 13. Does the fact that Jesus formally came to do 
God’s will prove his immersion was in symbol of his 
dedication? Explain.
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intervening eighteen years until he was 
thirty years of age.

13 Jesus’ dedication was accepted. It was 
recognized by Jehovah as was his baptism. 
His baptism was also observed by John 
who administered it by dipping Jesus be
neath Jordan’s waters. Jesus was not there 
forgiven original or deliberate sin, because 
he had neither. He was not inducted into 
the body of Christ, because he became 
Christ, the Head of his body. He was buried 
beneath the water and raised from it, 
buried to his previous course and raised 
to the doing of his Father’s will, because 
that is what the fortieth Psalm and the 
tenth chapter of Hebrews state. ‘I am come 
to do your will, O God. Your law is within 
my heart.’

14 Then for you, after you have made a 
personal dedication to Jehovah God, the 
immersion or baptism in water performed 
by a Christian of like faith is an initial act 
of obedience on your part, obedience to the 
will of Jehovah God in accordance with 
his wishes for you as expressed by Christ 
Jesus who himself had baptism performed 
upon his followers and who commanded 
that it be continued. “They came to John 
and said to him: ‘Rabbi, the man that was 
with you across the Jordan, to whom you 
have borne witness, see, this one is baptiz
ing and all are going to him.’ . . .  Now, the 
Master became aware that the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus was making and bap
tizing more disciples than John.” (John 
3:26; 4:1, NW) Jesus said: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of people of all the na
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the holy spir
it.” (Matt. 28:19, NWFollowing Jesus’ 
ascension to heaven, baptism was per
formed upon Christian converts. Until 
A.D. 36 these new Christians were Jews, 
circumcised Samaritans who were related
14. Then for you, what is an initial act of obedience 
after you have made a personal dedication of yourself 
to Jehovah?
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to the Jews, and those who were originally 
non-Jews but had been made circumcised 
proselytes to the Jewish religion and now 
were converted to Christianity. Thereafter 
baptism included uncircumcised non-Jews 
when the Christian gospel was carried to 
Gentiles. Regarding Saul, who became the 
apostle Paul, the statement is: “He [Saul] 
recovered sight, and he rose and was bap
tized.”—Acts 9:18, NW.

SINS NOT FORGIVEN BY BAPTISM

15 “Rise, get baptized and wash your sins 
away by your calling upon his name,” are 
the words that the apostle Paul stated 
came to him at the time of his conversion. 
(Acts 22:16, NW) Does this show that 
Paul had his sins forgiven by being bap
tized, thus in water washing them away? 
That is not what Paul states. He says that 
he was commanded to get baptized and that 
the washing away of his sins was by his 
calling upon the name of Jehovah through 
Christ Jesus. His calling on him in Jesus’ 
name showed faithful performance of his 
conversion, or dedication. Was Paul’s (or 
Saul’s) conversion to Christianity the same 
as his dedication? Yes, because his conver
sion means his turning, a turning to follow 
Jesus Christ.

16 This is in harmony with the fact that 
the One setting the pattern for Christian 
immersion had no sins to forgive and is 
also in harmony with the fact that our re
pentance must precede our baptism. At the 
time of ‘turning to God,’ says Paul, “I went 
bringing the message that they should re
pent and turn to God by doing works that 
befit repentance.” (Acts 26:20, NW) “ I 
thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and 
to Greeks about repentance toward God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus.” (Acts 20:21,

15. Were Saul’s (Paul’s) sins forgiven by means of his 
baptism ?
16, 17. (a) Does repentance follow or precede immer
sion? (b) What shows further that baptism symbolizes 
dedication ?
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NW) Further showing that immersion 
symbolizes the complete dedication for a 
Christian who follows in the course marked 
out by Jesus we read: “In fact, to this 
course you were called, because even 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you a 
model for you to follow his steps closely.” 
(1 Pet. 2:21, NW) “Then Jesus said to his 
disciples: ‘If anyone wants to come after 
me, let him disown himself and pick up his 
torture stake and follow me continually.” 
(Matt. 16:24, NW) The same burial to 
one’s past course as symbolized by water 
immersion, and the determination to do the 
will of Jehovah God through Christ Jesus, 
that is to say, the dedication, are also re
ferred to by Jesus in a parallel passage. “If 
anyone wants to come after me, let him 
disown himself and pick up his torture 
stake day after day and follow me continu
ally.”—Luke 9:23, NW.

17 There are some scriptures that asso
ciate forgiveness of sins with an immer
sion, and so, in order to give consideration 
to them, we now refer to the baptism of 
John.

THE BAPTISM BY JOHN THE BAPTIST

18 John the Baptist was a forerunner of 
Christ, announcing him, and, through his 
ministry, preparing some of the nation of 
Israel to receive Jesus when the latter be
gan his ministry following his dedication 
and baptism. This was necessary because, 
while the nation of Israel had the law of 
Moses to lead them to Christ, they had 
transgressed that law and sinned against 
it. If they were to be ready to recognize 
and accept the Messiah when he arrived, 
they certainly had to have a preparatory 
work done in their behalf. Therefore John 
preached a message of repentance to the 
Jews and in doing so administered strong
18. What circumstances necessitated the ministry of 
John the immerser?
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rebukes against all unrighteousness that 
they practiced.

19 But why did John baptize along with 
his preaching? Did the baptism take away 
the sins of the Israelites who were im
mersed by him? Another question helps 
answer: What was the purpose of John’s 
preaching? It was to bring about a change 
of heart, a repentance, so as to prepare the 
Israelites for Christ. Some did respond to 
John’s good message, repented, confessed 
their sins and were publicly baptized. This 
is recognized by the early Christians later 
on who referred to it in these words: 
“John, in advance of the entry of that One, 
had preached publicly to all the people of 
Israel the baptism of those repenting.” 
(Acts 13:24, NW) And again, “John bap
tized with the baptism of those repenting, 
telling the people to believe in the one com
ing after him, that is, in Jesus.” (Acts 19:4, 
NW) We see, then, the Scriptures do not 

say that the baptism accomplished the for
giveness of sins, but it was performed upon 
those who had repented. That was the pur
pose of John’s teaching, and the repentance 
is what brought about the forgiveness of 
sins against the law covenant. The baptism 
itself was because of their repentance or 
was conditioned on it. It was a token of it 
or a picture of it and so the repentance 
was thus publicly signified before John and 
others. Public announcement was made 
and those persons who thus signified it 
were properly expected to accept the Mes
siah, Christ Jesus as announced by John 
the immerser.

20 The modern versions of the Christian 
Greek Scriptures (often called the New 
Testament) verify this point further, as 
observe the following renderings of John’s 
own words at Matthew 3:11: “ I, on the one
19. Why did John baptize along with his preaching?
20. (a) Demonstrate further the fact that John’s im
mersion was in symbol of previous repentance, (b) Show 
whether Jesus’ baptism for Christians was different 
from John’s or not.
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hand, baptize you with water because of 
your repentance.” (NW “I am baptizing 
you in water in token of your repentance.” 
(AT) “ I am baptizing you in water to pic

ture your repentance.” B. Williams) 
At Luke 3:3 we read that John the Baptist 
went “preaching baptism of those repent
ing for forgiveness of sins.” (NW) “Preach
ing a baptism conditioned on repentance.” 
(Williams) “Announcing a baptism where
by men repented, to have their sins for
given.” (Knox) It was because of the very 
fact that John baptized persons in symbol 
of the repentance that they had made, re
pentance for sins against the Law, that he 
could not understand why Jesus came to 
him to be immersed, because Jesus had no 
sins against the Law. Yet to him Jesus 
stated: “Let it be, this time, for in that 
way it is suitable for us to carry out all 
that is righteous.” (Matt. 3:15, NW) Fur
ther proof that Jesus’ baptism and Chris
tian immersion is not the same as that per
formed by John the Baptist is in the ac
count at Acts 19:1-5 (N W ): “ In the course 
of events, while Apollos was in Corinth, 
Paul went through the inland parts and 
came down to Ephesus, and found some dis
ciples, and he said to them: ‘Did you re
ceive holy spirit when you became believ
ers?’ They said to him: ‘Why, we have 
never heard whether there is a holy spirit.’ 
And he said: ‘In what, then, were you bap
tized?’ They said: ‘In John’s baptism.’ 
Paul said: ‘John baptized with the baptism 
of those repenting, telling the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that 
is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they got bap
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

21 So Jesus set a pattern starting some
thing new, not a baptism for remission of 
sins nor in symbol of repentance but the 
Christian immersion in symbol of the in
dividual’s dedication, even such as Jesus
21. What remains for consideration concerning bap
tized ones?
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himself thereby symbolized. See the fol- quirements today for baptism and of bap- 
lowing article concerning Christian re- tized ones.

Christian Baptism F °  THE New World Society
“ We will walk in his [ Jehovah’s] paths.” —Mic. AS.

IN THIS and the preceding issue of 
The Watchtower much has been set 

out concerning dedication to Jehovah and 
baptism in symbol thereof. Here the dis
cussion is further developed. On the basis 
of what has gone before, should the “other 
sheep” of the Lord Jesus be baptized? 
(John 10:16) The answer to this question 
is, Yes. All who make a dedication to do 
God’s will should be immersed in evidence 
thereof, and this includes those who find 
themselves thereafter members of the 
Lord’s “other sheep,” the “ great crowd,” 
the class with earthly hopes of everlasting 
life. (Rev. 7:9) They wish to carry out all 
that is righteous. Immersion for them is 
proper to that end, even as stated by Jesus 
concerning his baptism, at Matthew 3:15. 
That these worshipers of Jehovah now be
ing gathered make a dedication individual
ly is proved by, among other scriptures, 
the ancient prophecy of Micah. “Many na
tions shall go and say, Come ye, and let us 
go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and to 
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths.” (Mic. 4:1-5, AS) That shows 
devotion to God, dedication, to “walk in 
his paths.” It is necessary here to observe 
the matter of procedure to enable us to be 
certain that we perform baptism in the 
proper way.
1. Should each one now making a dedication to Jehovah 
be immersed? Does this include the “ other sheep” of 
the Lord?

SPRINKLE, POUR OR DIP?

2 A common orthodox view of baptism is 
as expressed here: “By the present author
ized ritual of the Latin Church, baptism 
must be performed by a laving of the head 
of the candidate." It is pointed out that 
“water must flow, not merely touch.” 
Further “ the very word ‘baptize’, as we 
have seen, means a washing. Three forms 
of ablution have prevailed among Chris
tians, and the Church holds them all to be 
valid because they fulfill the requisite 
signification of the baptismal laving. These 
forms are immersion, infusion, and asper
sion. The most ancient form usually em
ployed was unquestionably immersion. . . . 
In the Latin Church, immersion seems to 
have prevailed until the twelfth century.” 
— The Catholic Encyclopedia.

3 Orthodoxy allows the carrying of the 
washing idea to such an extreme that it can 
be performed upon unborn babes! The 
question does arise, then, as to the pro
priety of pouring or sprinkling in contrast 
with immersing or dipping, and so it must 
be observed that the pattern Jesus set was 
that of immersion. The meaning of baptize 
is not to wash, but rather to immerse or to 
dip. This is proved by the Scriptures in all 
references to Christian water baptism and 
also in other uses of the word “baptize.” 
Sprinkling or pouring may meet the re-
2. What forms of application of water are advocated in 
orthodox religions today?
3. Does the word “ baptize”  mean “ to wash” ? What does 
it mean?
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quirements of orthodox religion 
that views baptism as a sacra
ment (which it is not), because 
it lays emphasis upon its doc
trine of washing. However, the 
Bible shows the significance of 
the Christian baptism to be a 
symbol of dedication, burial to 
one’s former course and a rais
ing to doing the will of Jehovah.
Only immersion could thus sym
bolize it.

4 It is important to observe 
that our word “ baptism” is from 
the Greek baptisma meaning im
mersion, dipping, submerging. In 
the case of the Christian baptism 
in symbol of dedication it means 
an immersion in water. In the 
Bible are also many references 
made to immersion and dip
ping that do not refer to the 
Christian baptism in water in 
symbol of dedication. For in
stance, we would not think of 
a person’s being just slightly sprinkled with 
death, and yet, in Romans 6:3, 4, Paul 
speaks of Christians’ being baptized into 
the death of Christ Jesus and also being 
buried in his baptism. When one is literally 
buried he is not sprinkled with a little bit 
of dirt nor does he have a little dirt poured 
on him, but he is covered with it. So it is in 
going down in the death of Christ Jesus.

5 We have observed how Jesus was im
mersed in the Jordan and in John 3:23 it 
is pointed out that there was a great quan
tity of water where John the immerser 
was doing his baptizing. Observe, too, the 
action of an early Christian convert. 
“ ‘Look! a body of water; what prevents 
me from getting baptized?’ . . . they both
4. In what way do “ death”  and “ buried” prove the 
meaning of the word “ baptize” ?
5. How do other scriptures confront us with the fact 
that the Bible teaches only total immersion?
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went down into the water, . . . 
and he baptized him. When they 
had come up out of the water, 
. . .  he went traveling.”  (Acts 
8:36, 38, 39, Many more
Bible examples can be cited. One 
is a reference to the scripture at 
Exodus 12:22 “ And you
must take a bunch of hyssop and 
dip it into the blood in a basin.” 
The word “dip” referring to the 
immersing of the bunch of hys
sop into the blood in the basin is 
translated in the Greek 
gint Version by the Greek word 
baptein, meaning “ immerse” or 
“baptize.” (NW, footnote) We 
are confronted with the fact that 
the Scriptures teach baptism by 

total immersion, and with the 
further fact that the practice 
of sprinkling and pouring in 
religious “baptism” is an in
vention of men and is not au
thorized by the Bible. The 

Catholic Encyclopedia states that the Bible 
is not the sole authority but that tradition 
in the matter of the so-called “sacraments” 
must be relied upon. Of course, they must 
rely upon tradition for support in this is
sue, because the Word of God does not 
support them.

6 The word “baptize” is also used with 
reference to immersion in God’s holy spirit 
through Christ Jesus of those who are 
called to be members of the body of Christ. 
(Acts 1:5; 2:1-4, 32, 33, NW) The word 
“baptize” is also used, not with reference to 
the immersion in water in symbol of dedi
cation, but with reference to being made a 
member of the body of Christ, “ immersed” 
in him as such. (1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Gal. 
3:27, 28; Eph. 4:4, 5) In regard to being
6. While “ baptize” always means immersion, is it some
times used in the Bible with reference to other than 
water immersion?
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plunged into Christ’s death, the word “bap
tize” is used atMark 10:38,39; Luke 12:50; 
Romans 6:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 15:29, and 
Colossians 2:12. So, not every time that 
the word “baptize” is found in the Bible 
does it refer to water immersion of Chris
tians. It is necessary for us to know what 
the passage of Scripture is discussing, what 
the context is showing and the point that 
is being made. That is the way we read 
any publication. We must not allow our
selves to be misled by human tradition 
from the teachings of God’s Word. Note too 
that overwhelming fiery destruction from 
Jehovah upon his enemies is represented 
as a baptism with fire.—Matt. 3:11, 12; 
Luke 3:16, 17, NW.

7 It is hoped that the discussion of the 
matter of dedication and baptism to this 
point has been made clear. To summarize: 
You should make a dedication to Jehovah 
God. You should symbolize that dedication 
by the act of obedience of being baptized in 
water before witnesses of others of Jeho
vah’s people. Now, after dedication, what 
is required?

REQUIREMENTS

8 Some say that Jesus’ words at Matthew 
28:19, 20 are a formula to be repeated in 
substance at the time of immersion and 
that the repetition of these very words ac
complishes some sacramental purpose. 
That is not the case. Rather, these words 
of instruction by Jesus to his disciples show 
what is now required of dedicated ones and 
what can be expected of them. The words 
are: “Go therefore and make disciples of 
people of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you.” 
— NW.
7. To summarize at this point, what about dedication 
and baptism?
8. Repeat Jesus’ words at Matthew 28:19, 20. Are they 
a sacramental formula? What do they show?
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9 “In the name of the Father,” most cer

tainly, because the dedication itself is to 
the Father, Jehovah God. To be baptized 
in his name means to have made a dedica
tion to him, to be baptized in symbol of 
that dedication in full recognition of his 
office, supremacy and his authority as the 
Most High. As expressed by our Leader: 
“ I am come . . .  to do your will, O God.” 
(Heb. 10:7, NW) The dedicated one ap
proaches Jehovah through Christ Jesus, 
and “he that approaches God must believe 
that he is and that he becomes the re
warder of those earnestly seeking him.” 
(Heb. 11:6, NW) Jesus himself stated: 
“ Father, let your name be sanctified.” “I 
have come in the name of my Father.” 
“The works which I am doing in the name 
of my Father, these bear witness about 
me.”—Luke 11:2; John 5:43; John 10:25, 
NW.

10 It is expected of the dedicated one that 
he will uphold the cause of the Father, 
the cause of true worship, will preach in 
honor of the Word and name of Jehovah 
God, will fully bear his responsibilities as 
a minister, a preacher in the field service 
from house to house, and otherwise par
ticipate fully in the activities of the New 
World society, to advance the proclamation 
of the Kingdom and uphold the true wor
ship of Jehovah. The dedicated one must be 
a house-to-house witness as was Christ 
Jesus and the apostles to the extent of his 
ability, and must otherwise be a witness 
and announcer of the theocratic kingdom 
of righteousness. It is God’s will that the 
dedicated one continually study his Word, 
that such one preach his word and that 
such one progress in righteousness. The 
dedicated one is in a personal relationship
9. Being ‘baptized in the name of the Father’ shows 
what as to the one to whom the dedication has been 
made?
10. The Father requires what of one baptized in his 
name?
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to God; his integrity to Jehovah must fol
low.

11 Even as the love of righteousness was 
an essential precedent to his turning to 
Jehovah in the first place, so the love of 
righteousness must continue with him to 
keep him in the way of integrity, faithful 
to his dedication vows. That means that he 
will keep the New World society clean, up
right and at unity. He will take care of 
difficulties between himself and any other 
individual in the New World society in a 
Scriptural way, will do no wrong that af
fects the congregation and its service, and 
will accept private reproof, and, if given, 
public reproof from his fellow servants in 
the New World society, the theocratic or
ganization. He will not engage in doctrinal 
uncleanness, in moral uncleanness or in 
troublemaking. He will, in all of these and 
in other matters, private and ministerial, 
endeavor to conform to the will of the 
heavenly Father in whose name he has 
been baptized and to whom his dedication 
has been made.

12 “Baptizing them in the name . . .  of
the Son.” The very act of baptism is fol
lowing the example set by the Son who 
thus symbolized his dedication to Jehovah. 
He is the proper one to follow because, as 
his heavenly Father states: “Behold, I 
have given him for a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander to the peoples.” 
(Isa. 55:4, AS) “God exalted him to a 
superior position and kindly gave him the 
name that is above every other name, so 
that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend of those in heaven and those on earth 
and those under the ground, and every 
tongue should openly confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.” (Phil. 2:9-11, This high
office Christ Jesus fills, and to be baptized 
in his name is in recognition of this, ap-
11. One ‘baptized in the name of the Father’ will do 
what respecting the New World society organization?
12. The Son has what name?
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preciating the authority that he exercises 
by Jehovah’s appointment. As stated at 
Revelation 19:16 (NW ): “He has a name 
written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”

13 The salvation for which we hope and 
in which we trust and for which he eventu
ally officiates in our behalf in priestly office 
is dependent upon him as Jehovah’s great 
provision. Such point is made by Paul when 
he wrote: “He became responsible for ever
lasting salvation to all those obeying him, 
because he has been specifically called by 
God a high priest after the likeness of Mel- 
chizedek.” (Heb. 5:9, 10, NW) His name 
is called King of kings, Lord of lords, the 
High Priest after the likeness of Melchize- 
dek, and also, “his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isa. 9:6, 
AS) To be immersed in the name of this 
great One, therefore, shows that the dedi
cation to Jehovah is not without recogni
tion of the Son but is in appreciation of the 
fact that our relationship to Jehovah God 
is through the Son, Christ Jesus, and we 
confess his lordship to the glory of God the 
Father. We have seen that, not getting wet 
with water, but the sacrifice of Christ, is 
the basis of our salvation and forgiveness 
of sins. “This man is for a certainty the 
savior of the world.” “He is a propitiatory 
sacrifice for our sins, yet not for ours only 
but also for the whole world’s.” (John 4:42; 
1 John 2:2, NW) So we gladly recognize 
the office of authority, even the “name” 
of the Son.

14 “Go . . . baptizing them in the name 
of . . . the holy spirit.” What is the holy 
spirit? It is the active force of God, through 
which he accomplishes his purposes. God’s 
Word itself was provided through his pow
er under inspiration of his spirit and has 
been preserved by such, and this we must 
recognize. Being baptized in the name of
13. Being ‘baptized in the name of the Son’ means what?
14. Why ‘baptized in the name of the holy spirit’ ?
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the holy spirit, therefore, is in recognition 
of the function and purpose of God’s holy 
and righteous active force. This acts upon 
his people, and walking in accordance with 
it means walking in accordance with right
eousness, because it is truly a spirit. 
(Gal. 5:16-26; Eph. 5:18, It is re
quired of us that we so do. As stated, “he 
who is sowing with a view to the spirit will 
reap everlasting life from the spirit.” (Gal. 
6:8, NW) Of the dedicated one it is re
quired that he engage in Christian warfare 
faithfully, loyally, without throwing down 
the weapons, without seeking furlough or 
release, joyful in the opportunity to uphold 
Jehovah’s side of every controversy. Of the 
spirit we have a great sword that we must 
wield, as it is stated: “Accept. . .  the sword 
of the spirit, that is, God’s word.”—Eph. 
6:17, NW.

15 A Christian, therefore, cannot be bap
tized in the name of the one actually doing 
the immersing or in the name of any man, 
nor in the name of any organization, but in 
the name of the Father, the Son and the 
holy spirit. This shows, among other things, 
that Christianity is not a denominational 
affair, that sects have nothing to do with 
it. “Does the Christ exist divided? Paul 
was not impaled for you, was he? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? I am 
thankful I baptized none of you except 
Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say 
that you were baptized in my name.” 
—1 Cor. 1:13-15, NW.

16 With the blessed divine requirements 
to be met by dedicated servants of God in 
mind, we can see that the decision of dedi
cation must be one of free will, and that it 
is not to be urged upon anyone. We “beg” 
persons to “become reconciled to God,” but 
each must finally decide for himself what, 
if anything, he is going to do in response 
to the truth. (2 Cor. 5:20, NW) The way
15. Is denominationalism a Christian principle?
16. Should one be urged into being baptized?
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the apostle Paul put it in his first letter to 
the Corinthians is: “ For Christ dispatched 
me, not to go baptizing, but to go declaring 
the good news, not with wisdom of speech, 
that the torture stake of the Christ should 
not be made useless.”— 1 Cor. 1:17, NW.

17 This rules out infant baptism because 
infants cannot make this vital decision. 
Faith is the basis of the turning to Jeho
vah. Faith is, in turn, based upon knowl
edge of God and acceptance of his Word of 
truth. “ ‘Anyone that calls upon the name of 
Jehovah will be saved’. However, how will 
they call upon him in whom they have not 
put faith? How, in turn, will they put faith 
in him of whom they have not heard?” 
(Rom. 10:13, 14, NW) Baptism is not a 
sacrament but is a symbol of dedication. 
Therefore, baptism of infants or small chil
dren under the age of responsibility is un
christian and should not be indulged in. 
Dedication follows a training period. The 
training must continue. Baptism follows 
dedication, and training must continue 
thereafter. The orthodox Roman Catholic 
provision for the “baptism” of unborn 
babes is as ridiculous as it is pagan. The 
argument that infant baptism is necessary 
is based upon the false premise that bap
tism is a sacrament, as has been previously 
discussed.

18 Who are eligible for baptism? Those 
who at the time of coming to be immersed 
can stand and say, aloud before the wit
nesses present, “Yes” to each of the follow
ing questions. (1) Have you recognized 
yourself before Jehovah God as a sinner 
who needs salvation, and have you acknowl
edged to him that this salvation proceeds 
from him the Father through his Son 
Christ Jesus? (2) On the basis of this faith 
in God and in his provision for salvation 
have you dedicated yourself unreservedly 
to God to do his will henceforth as he re-
17. What about infant baptism?
18. In what manner is public expression made to show 
baptismal qualifications?
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veals it to you through Christ Jesus and 
through the Bible under the enlightenment 
of the holy spirit?

19 Can children answer Yes to these ques
tions? Some of them can, if they have un
derstanding; some cannot, because they do 
not understand. It is up to the parent to 
guide the child in pure worship, and then 
the individual child must, upon reaching an 
age of accountability, decide whether to 
make a dedication or not, and, if a dedica
tion is made, the child should be baptized 
in symbol of it. But the child should not be 
baptized if there is no dedication by him.

20 Someone may say, I was baptized, im
mersed or sprinkled or had water poured 
upon me in the past, but I knew nothing 
of the import of it as contained in the fore
going questions and the foregoing discus
sion. Should I be baptized again? In such 
a case, the answer is Yes, if, since coming 
to the knowledge of the truth, you have 
made a dedication to do Jehovah’s will, and 
if you had not previously made a dedica
tion, and if the previous baptism was there
fore not in symbol of a dedication. Even 
though the individual may know he has 
made a dedication in the past, if he was 
only sprinkled or had water poured upon 
him in some religious ceremony, he has 
not been baptized and is still due to per
form the symbol of Christian baptism be
fore witnesses in evidence of the dedication 
that he has made.

21 When the candidates assemble for the 
purpose of immersion, it is well for a dedi
cated, immersed, qualified minister to ad
dress them for a few minutes, perhaps 
twenty-five minutes or so, reviewing the 
essentials relative to dedication and bap
tism. Of course, the candidates must make 
a dedication before they come to the place
19. What about immersion of children?
20. State when baptism is proper for a dedicated person 
who was previously sprinkled or immersed.
21. At an assembly for baptism, what are some things 
to be observed?
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of immersion, and they already understand 
what the ceremony is about, but the review 
is spiritually beneficial, because it puts the 
minds of all in the proper frame and cen
ters the attention and heart upon the im
portant symbolism being undertaken. After 
the discussion and after the candidates 
have stood and in audible voice answered 
Yes to the two questions so that those oth
er persons may witness their claim of dedi
cation, it is appropriate that a few brief 
remarks be made relative to Jehovah’s 
blessing upon them and the support and 
comfort of Jehovah through his Word, his 
spirit, his organization and his people in 
the New World society. Then all assembled 
should bow in prayer, asking Jehovah’s 
blessing upon the occasion and upon those 
to be immersed in particular, that his will 
might be done then and in the days to 
come. Then those who are already dedi
cated but not yet baptized can take ad
vantage of the provision for immersion in 
symbol of the dedication.

22 Thereafter those who are to perform 
the immersion and those who are to be im
mersed and others who may be assisting 
in the services or observing them go to the 
place of immersion. This may be the sea
side, a lake or river or other body of water 
or an indoor pool, and, if circumstances 
necessitate, a smaller vessel or tank of 
water, but, in any event, large enough to 
provide for complete immersion. There at 
the place of baptism, on that occasion, it 
would be inappropriate for any to indulge 
in play, because it is a serious and solemn 
occasion. Jesus was praying when he went 
to baptism. He did not jump in and take a 
swim and otherwise disturb and act in
appropriately. So, do not jump into the pool 
or tank or stream and swim about, waiting 
for the candidates to get ready, but let all 
act with decorum and keep the mind upon
22. Outline the appropriate conduct at the place of bap
tism.
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what is being done and the reason for it 
and thus help the candidates do the same 
thing. In their baptism they are going on 
record before men, including their broth
ers, that they are dedicated to Jehovah 
God. “Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thy heart be hasty to utter anything 
before God; for God is in heaven, and thou 
upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 
When thou makest a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in 
fools: pay that which thou vowest. Better 
is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that 
thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not 
thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither 
say thou before the angel, that it was an 
error: wherefore should God be angry at 
thy voice, and destroy the work of thy 
hands?”—Eccl. 5:2, 4-6, AS.

23 The New World society is dear to the 
hearts of God’s dedicated people and they 
see to it that they associate with it inti
mately, participate in its activity and sup
port it in every way in loyalty and love. 
Hence the time of baptism may be taken as 
the time of Christian ordination. This act 
of obedience following sincere dedication 
is evidence before men of the course of ac
tion the individual has marked out and it 
relates to his ordination by God. Its 
date should be observed as such by each
23. What are the facts concerning Christian baptism as 
an ordination ceremony?
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one. It is authoritative because of being 
done at God’s commands. It is solemn be
cause of what it represents. It is recognized 
by the New World society and its instru
ments, by Jehovah’s witnesses and by their 
servant, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society. For purposes of record, baptism 
or immersion by Jehovah’s witnesses is a 
valid ceremony of ordination for Jehovah’s 
witnesses within the meaning of the law. 
The best proof that one can have that he 
is thereafter a faithful minister is the same 
to which the apostle Paul pointed as his 
letters of recommendation, namely, indi
viduals who due to one’s efforts have, in 
turn, dedicated themselves to Jehovah God. 
—2 Cor. 3:1-3, NW.

24 Such is the way the worship of Jeho
vah expands. This is the way the New 
World society is built up. You are having 
a share in this ministry, or you can have 
a part in it. Consider wisely the blessed 
future that the Bible opens up to you as 
a certainty through devotion and faithful
ness to the righteous God and his high 
principles. Be wise. May Jehovah through 
Christ Jesus bless you as you determine to 
serve the Most High. With you as a dedi
cated, baptized, faithful servant of the true 
God, we share your practice of clean wor
ship in mutual joy now.
24. (a) In what way is Jehovah’s worship expanded and 
the New World society built up? (b) What should you 
consider wisely?
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“No-Bingo Collection”
H Recently the New York Times (February 14, 1955) told about a Roman Catholic 
parish in Rockaway Beach, Queens, that passed out to its parishioners envelopes 
for a “No-Bingo Collection.” Brilliantly printed on the envelopes were the numbered 
squares of a bingo card. “We regret that this is necessary because the politicians 
have closed down our bingo game,” an announcement said. “Inasmuch as 80 per cent 
of the yearly cost of running our parish school was defrayed by receipts of the 
weekly bingo game, we ask everyone to be generous so that we will be able to meet 
the bills for running the school.” Thinking people cannot help but question the 
practice of financing either schools or churches by gambling. Two logical questions 
are: What are we to think of an institution built on the rotten foundation of 
gambling? What does this teach the young?
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